
Fatherly Proverbs

To honor your father you must honor The Father.
(fathers, grandfathers, father-figures all are honored by honoring The Father)

1. Humility: recognition of authority.
Thomas a Kempis: The humble man God protects and delivers; the humble He
loves and comforts; to the humble He condescends; on the humble He bestows
more abundant measures of His grace, and after his humiliation exalts him to
glory. Chrysostom: the foundation of Christianity is humility. Spurgeon: it
takes more skill than I can tell to play the second fiddle well.

A. Sometimes it must be Enforced. Deut 8:1-3
"All the commandments that I am commanding you today you shall be careful to
do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land which the Lord
swore to give to your forefathers. 2 " You shall remember all the way which the
Lord your God has led you in the wilderness these forty years, that He might
humble you, testing you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would
keep His commandments or not. 3 "He humbled you and let you be hungry, and
fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He
might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives
by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord.

B. It should be Voluntary. Phil 2:1-11
Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of
love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 2
make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love,
united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty
conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than
yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for
the interests of others. 5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in
Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard
equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of
a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross. 9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him,
and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that at the
name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

C. Our Heavenly Father extends the Invitation. 1 Peter 5:5-10
You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe
yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE
PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE. 6 Therefore humble
yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper
time, 7 casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you. 8 Be of sober
spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion,
seeking someone to devour. 9 But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the



2

same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are
in the world. 10 After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who
called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen
and establish you.

2. Obedience: Compliance with authority.
(Neither disrespectful to mom.)
The attitude of “Your will be done” is not one of resignation but of
soaring aspiration and joyous dedication to a high adventure.
A. Obedience is the chief marker of love for God. John 14:15-24

If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. 16 "I will ask the Father, and
He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 17 that is the
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or
know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you. 18
"I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 " After a little while the
world will no longer see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you will live also.
20 " In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.
21 " He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me;
and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will
disclose Myself to him." 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, "Lord, what then has
happened that You are going to disclose Yourself to us and not to the world?" 23
Jesus answered and said to him, " If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and
My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.
24 "He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you
hear is not Mine, but the Father's who sent Me.

B. Disobedience is costly. 1 Sam 15:20-26
Then Saul said to Samuel, "I did obey the voice of the Lord, and went on the
mission on which the Lord sent me, and have brought back Agag the king of
Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. 21 "But the people took
some of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the choicest of the things devoted to
destruction, to sacrifice to the Lord your God at Gilgal." 22 Samuel said, " Has
the Lord as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices As in obeying the voice
of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of
rams. 23 "For rebellion is as the sin of divination, And insubordination is as
iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He has
also rejected you from being king." 24 Then Saul said to Samuel, "I have sinned;
I have indeed transgressed the command of the Lord and your words, because I
feared the people and listened to their voice. 25 "Now therefore, please pardon
my sin and return with me, that I may worship the Lord." 26 But Samuel said to
Saul, "I will not return with you; for you have rejected the word of the Lord, and
the Lord has rejected you from being king over Israel."

3. Nobility: Thoughts and actions in accordance with a superior
position. Not a redneck.

(Dictionary: possessing outstanding qualities; of high birth or exalted
rank; possessing very high or excellent qualities or properties; very good
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or excellent; grand or impressive especially in appearance; possessing,
characterized by, or arising from superiority of mind or character or of
ideals or morals. Aristotle: Virtue is more clearly shown in the
performance of fine actions than in the non-performance of base ones.)

A. Believers are part of a Royal Priesthood. 1 Peter 2:9-10
But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION,A
PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the
excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;
10 for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE OF GOD;
you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY.

B. As royalty we are to be led by the Law of Love. James 2:8-12
If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, "YOU
SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF," you are doing well. 9 But if
you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as
transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one
point, he has become guilty of all. 11 For He who said, "DO NOT COMMIT
ADULTERY," also said, "DO NOT COMMIT MURDER." Now if you do not
commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the
law. 12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty.

C. It should shine through in all our plans. Isa 32:8
But the noble man devises noble plans; And by noble plans he stands.

D. Wisdom should be the guide. Prov 8:6-16
"Listen, for I will speak noble things; And the opening of my lips will reveal right
things. 7 "For my mouth will utter truth; And wickedness is an abomination to my
lips. 8 "All the utterances of my mouth are in righteousness; There is nothing
crooked or perverted in them. 9 "They are all straightforward to him who
understands, And right to those who find knowledge. 10 "Take my instruction and
not silver, And knowledge rather than choicest gold. 11 "For wisdom is better
than jewels; And all desirable things cannot compare with her. 12 "I, wisdom,
dwell with prudence, And I find knowledge and discretion. 13 "The fear of the
Lord is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way And the perverted
mouth, I hate. 14 " Counsel is mine and sound wisdom; I am understanding,
power is mine. 15 "By me kings reign, And rulers decree justice. 16 "By me
princes rule, and nobles, All who judge rightly.

E. This lets one have a Divine Perspective on life. Eph 5:6-12
Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath
of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers
with them; 8 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord;
walk as children of Light 9 (for the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and
righteousness and truth), 10 trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Do
not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them;
12 for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which are done by them in
secret.

4. Overcome: Defeat the enemy.
(If you do not overcome, you will be overcome.)
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A. The enemy is the devil whose policy is evil. Rom 12:21
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

B. This requires the Word of God alive inside. 1 John 2:13-14
I am writing to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the
beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil
one. I have written to you, children, because you know the Father. 14 I have
written to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning.
I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God
abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one.

C. It is accomplished by faith. 1 John 5:4-5
For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has
overcome the world — our faith. 5 Who is the one who overcomes the world, but
he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

5. Respect: to esteem. (To have high regard for and pay particular
attention to; value, admire, appreciate.)
A. This is the attitudinal marker of a true servant. Titus 2:9-15

Urge bondslaves to be subject to their own masters in everything, to be well-
pleasing, not argumentative, 10 not pilfering, but showing all good faith so that
they will adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect. 11 For the grace
of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny
ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the
present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of
our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself for us to redeem
us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own
possession, zealous for good deeds. 15 These things speak and exhort and
reprove with all authority. Let no one disregard you.

B. It is Christlike. 1 Peter 2:18-25
Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those who
are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable. 19 For this finds
favor, if for the sake of conscience toward God a person bears up under sorrows
when suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is there if, when you sin and are
harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and
suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God. Christ Is Our
Example 21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered
for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, 22 WHO
COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; 23
and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no
threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; 24 and He
Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and
live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. 25 For you were
continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and
Guardian of your souls.


